
Resist Gender Education – Freedom of Belief Statement

Resist Gender Education is a group formed by parents and educators to counter the teaching of gender
identity beliefs in Aotearoa’s state schools. Because there is no verifiable evidence that gender identity
exists, except as a subjective belief held by some people, RGE believes it is inappropriate to teach it in
state schools as though it is fact.

We are concerned that many of our state schools, supported and encouraged by Ministry of Education
guidance and resources, have incorporated gender identity beliefs into their curriculum and practices
from Year 1 onward, without parental knowledge or consent and without widespread societal licence. We
do not think complex belief systems should be taught to young children and they certainly should not be
presented as factual when they clearly are not.

Designated character schools
Resist Gender Education respects the right of designated character schools to establish their own
individual special character statements and teach according to their own values. This is in keeping with
Clause 204 of the Education Act.

At times, the beliefs of these schools regarding controversial topics (such as divorce, euthanasia, or
same-sex marriage), may not coincide with Government policies or even with the values and beliefs of
most New Zealanders. However, designated character schools are entitled to hold and teach such beliefs
so long as they do not discriminate against students or staff who hold different beliefs and do not teach or
promote breaking the law in any way. Students and teachers at designated character schools have the
right to be treated with dignity and respect whether or not they adhere to the beliefs of the school.

This statement is not supporting any particular values or beliefs that may be taught in designated
character schools. Rather it is supporting the right of those schools to hold and teach their own values
and beliefs which are within the laws of New Zealand, however unacceptable those beliefs may be to
those who do not share them.

The beliefs of all New Zealand citizens are protected by the Bill of Rights Act 1990, the Human Rights Act
1993, and the Education and Training Act 2020. These acts confirm that every citizen is free to hold or not
to hold personal or religious beliefs.

State schools
State schools do not have a designated special character and therefore should only be teaching those
values and beliefs that are widely supported in their communities and it should be clear to the students
that these are values and beliefs which their community supports but which other communities may not.
The belief that each person has an innate gender identity, known only to themselves, is not universally
accepted and should not be taught in schools as fact.

The Teaching Code of Professional Responsibility requires teachers to work collaboratively with the
whānau and in the best interests of learners by, “respecting the diversity of the heritage, language,
identity and culture of family and whānau.”
https://teachingcouncil.nz/assets/Files/Code-and-Standards/Our-Code-Our-Standards-Nga-Tikanga-Matat
ika-Nga-Paerewa.pdf

Respecting the diversity of whānau, students and staff must include full consultation on which belief
systems will be taught in their school. Just as with designated character schools, no whānau, students or
staff can be discriminated against for the beliefs they hold, or do not hold, for their right to hold or not
hold, those beliefs is protected in law.
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